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Batt O’Keefe, T.D.

Minister of Education and Science,

Department of Education & Science,

Marlborough Street,

Dublin 1

Dear Minister,







15th October 2008
As you know we have been calling for the establishment of an Irish language VEC school in the South County Dublin Area for nearly four years.

We represent the parents and students of six Gaelscoileanna whose childrens’ education at second level is hindered, in our belief, by the insufficient provision of places for second level students in schools where the primary language is Irish.
We believe that circumstances now exist whereby our goals can now be met in a highly cost-effective manner. We are pleased to inform you that our patron, County Dublin VEC, has in its possession a school building (details included) which currently has no long term use and which would be eminently suitable for our proposed Gaelcholáiste. This would mean that the educational needs of the students in question would be met at a relatively economical cost to the Department. 

The school building, at Sydenham Road, Dundrum, County Dublin, is centrally located to most of the schools participating in our campaign for the new school. It would accommodate the 350 students identified in our surveys as likely to attend the school. The cost of refurbishment of the school and its equipment to modern standards is estimated to be under €3million and therefore is considerably less than the costs of other new schools recently established on green field sites elsewhere in the county. To the best of our knowledge schools have recently been established in the north of the county at a cost in the region of €20-€25. For a 1,000 pupil school this represents a capital investment of €20,000 to €25,000 for each student place. With the cost of refurbishing Sydenham Rd. estimated at under €3M for 340 pupils this represents a capital investment of less than €9,000 for each student place.
Our figures, which we have previously sent to your department, show that while there has been a doubling of Gaelscoil (primary) student numbers in the South Dublin area since 2000, there has been no corresponding increase in places available at Irish Language Second Level schools in the area. We believe that this shortfall will, in the medium term, jeopardise the expansion of Irish-language education at all levels and will reverse the positive movement in the status and use of the language in the capital. We believe that this failure to promote Irish language education would be contrary to your government’s highly welcome and consistently stated policies on promoting the national language both at home and in Europe.
We would be grateful if you could meet with us at your earliest convenience to discuss our proposal in detail with a view to granting provisional approval for the proposed Gaelcholáiste in order for us to begin promoting enrolment for the school in September 2009. 

Is sinne le meas,
____________________




______________________
Fergal Ó Riain






Lúgh Ó Braonáin

Cathoirleach
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